

Příloha č. 3 – Vzorek textu
The chapter describes the development process of the first public-service fiction web series in the Czech Republic and virtually the whole East-Central Europe, where public service media (PSM) have been undergoing, similarly to their Western European counterparts, a transformation to adapt to the online-platform dominated markets, while also facing existential threats from anti-liberal political opponents. The short-form, ten-part queer love story titled TBH (an internet acronym for To Be Honest) about a group of troubled teenagers involved in a shooting incident in their high school is focusing on bullying and identity struggles in the high-school community. It was initiated, co-written and directed by queer auteur filmmaker Lucia Kajánková, who also involved a group of film academy students to form a writers’ room, an untypical move in the local industry. Inspired by a trend of using extensive research into audience needs to build relatable characters, by what was labeled an “ethnographic shift” in the Scandinavian youth-oriented online series development, the team conducted a research among local high school students to map their lifestyles, needs and communication practices. The chapter follows transformations of the authorial vision, the collaborative process of the project’s development, while focusing on its embeddedness in and conditioning by the institutional culture, power structures and strategic goals of the national public service broadcaster Česká televize (ČT), which has been undergoing a key stage of its digital transformation. What appears to be a progressive struggle in the field of identity politics and auteur filmmaking on the representational level thus plays out as a manifestation of a larger struggle for the future of public service media in the era of streaming platforms and anti-liberal movements.



