SVOD Production in East-Central Europe: Understanding ‘Streamer Imaginaries’ of Independent Producers 
Transnational SVOD services have been redefining and, in many aspects, reinforcing centre-periphery hierarchies in the global screen media industry by the uneven cross-border distribution of content and local production investment. After reaching high levels of SVOD penetration and local content investment in the mature digital markets of the ‘big five’ West European countries, whose national production have traditionally travelled relatively well across borders (Grece, 2017; Higson, 2018 Jones, 2020), transnational streamers’ attention has been gradually shifting also to smaller Western European countries such as Belgium, and most recently to more peripheral, but fast-growing markets of East-Central Europe (Iordache et al., 2022, 315). 
In this chapter, peripherality refers to high export barriers and low international appeal of domestic production, delayed professionalization and adoption of new technologies, industry standards and business models (such as SVOD), shortage of powerful industry players and globally recognizable brands, and the lack of leverage in debates about supranational media regulation. In the field of streaming, peripherality manifests itself also in a small share of local content in SVOD catalogues and in absent or relatively scarce local original SVOD production (as opposed to high levels of incoming service production). These features together result in increased dependency on transnational conglomerates in terms of cross-border circulation as well as production spending (Szczepanik et al. 2020, 1–34). On one hand, it seems that by working with or for the streamers, East-Central European independent producers have much to gain in terms of raising their production budgets, immediate predefined profit and expanding their circulation networks. On the other hand, they might become even more vulnerable and precarious than they already are by the uneven relationship with the new powerful partners.

