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The vessel is one of the latest specimens of copper bowls with flat to convex bases and vertical sides (RADWAN 1983, 3–9), interpreted as lids of other vessels, and, if undisturbed, found sometimes in such positions (Table XY). In order to comprehend the vessel from Abusir, we will discuss its Egyptian parallels piece by piece, including three specimens from Minshat Abu Omar that were omitted from our consideration in previous publications of the vessel, as well as updated database of copper metalwork from early Egypt, dataset for (ODLER in press).
	The earliest is Naqada-II vessel from Gerza, Grave 145 (PETRIE ET AL. 1912, 24, Pl. VIII: 24; STEVENSON 2009, 126–127). It was found separately wrapped in textile and placed in front of the body near forearms. While (PAYNE 1993, 247) supposed its function as a lid, (STEVENSON 2009, 126–127) proposed to interpret the artefact as a mirror. It rather seems to be a vessel, as the Bronze Age Egyptian mirrors did not have vertical sides at the rim of the reflecting surface (LILYQUIST 1979). Although strongly corroded, it was analysed by the X-ray fluorescence and found out to be made of copper with impurities, with lead below 1% (MCKERRELL 1993). Perhaps of the same type is a silver lid from a porphyritic diorite vessel, found at Naqada, in Grave 1257. It is datable to Naqada IId2 (PAYNE 1993, 139, Fig. 56). It was analysed, having besides silver 15% of copper, 1% of gold, and 0.4% of lead (GALE – STOS-GALE 1981, Table 1).
	At the important Predynastic cemetery of Minshat Abu Omar were uncovered three parallels from two graves, 137 and 203 (KROEPER – WILDUNG 2000, 36, 41, 169, Taf. 12, 53). All are datable to the third phase of the cemetery and thus to Dynasty 0. Grave 137 was rather rich burial of a young female, with 27 items of burial equipment, including two rectangular palettes, stone and ceramic vessels (KROEPER – WILDUNG 2000, 34–41, Taf. 12-13). Two copper vessels were joined together by a corrosion, at the skeleton’s feet, still within the rest of wooden coffin. 
