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Introduction
In the following paper I would like to reflect upon the roots of the contemporary situation of the universities with a particular interest in the Czech universities, yet the national examples will serve merely as illustrations of more general claims.
The current situation of the universities can be described as a schizophrenic one (Collini 2012, 3). The number of universities, students and teachers is unpreceded. Universities are highly successful research institutions and they attract more funding (from public as well as private sources) than ever before. On the other hand my lecture is only one of the many which observe growing uncertainty, pressure and fear at these institutions.[footnoteRef:1] My aim will be to look into the concept of “university” in order to see whether we can distinguish some features of the traditional modern universities which might be problematic within the contemporary society. [1:  Cf. (Burrows 2012) and recently (Collini 2017). For a sceptical assessment of this rising numbers trend cf. (Menand 2010, 143–49) Menand argues that there is an inflation of students and degrees which results in lowering standards and decrease of value of higher university degrees; this is according to him one source for the contemporary problem of universities.] 

I will try to present the problem of schizophrenic situation by arguing that modern universities are foreign bodies to contemporary popular democracies. This separation between the university and its social and political environment creates the atmosphere of distrust (Muller 2018, chap. 2.5; Collini 2017, 239; Sztompka 1999, 43; Nash 2019, 183; Nichols 2019, 35). Therefore, the institutions controlling or regulating the operation of universities impose measures quite foreign to the own working of university, which they believe will help to understand as well as manage these strange institutions. In the end this results to the situation of schizophrenia and growing uncertainty mentioned earlier.
The universities are open systems which interact with the environment they are settled in, i.e. with the society around them. However, as Lenartzowitz argues, human institutions are–on the hand–open systems–on the other–“what they are open to is conditioned by the pattern of their own autopoiesis” (Lenartowicz 2015, 959). Generally, not only universities, but the educational institutions per se can be called autopoietic (Vanderstraeten 2002): it is a dynamic system which in many respects produces itself via its own processes. It is important for my subsequent interpretation that the universities are involved in “the process of discovering truth, which consists in continually adding the new to the already known.”(Lenartowicz 2015, 956). This function is nowadays not only disputed but some scholars claim that the universities and experts nowadays are being disqualified because of this “truth production” process (Nichols 2019).




