Pottery from Closed Context at the Late Antique Site of Dodoparon, Yambol Region. 

Introduction
The archaeological site known the best as Dodoparon was excavated in cooperation of Regional Historical Museum in Yambol (RIM) and the Tundzha Regional Historical Project (TRAP) within a five-week season in 2010 (Bakardzhiev 2011; Sobotkova / Longford / Bakardzhiev 2018). The site is located in the Yambol Region, about 21 kms to the west of the Tundzha River, north of the village of Golyam Manastri, at the highest peak (600 m.a.s.l.) of the so-called Manastirski Vazvishenie (fig. 1). The site might be also referred to as Gradishteto or Kaleto, but most frequently it is associated with the name of Dodoparon (or Dodopara) mentioned in one of the three inscriptions found nearby the site, all dated between the 2nd and 3rd c. AD (IG Bulg 3.2, nos. 1794, 1795 and 1796; Velkov 1991, 26; Mihailov 1964, 254).
The settlement itself stretches over the hilltop in north-south (585 m) and east-west (80–40 m) direction, covering an area of 4.2 hectares. Within the excavation, two test trenches were placed along the massive fortification walls (T1 and T2), still well visible in the terrain, one trench was placed in the central part of the settlement (T3) (fig. 2). Based on the material from these three trenches, occupation of the settlement was determined to be from the 3rd c. AD to the end of the 6th c. AD (Sobotkova / Longford / Bakardzhiev 2018, 209). Pottery of mixed chronology (Roman and Late Antique) came from the two areas along the walls (T1 and T2), while the central trench (T3) revealed a closed context – a one-room house with a deposit of about 49 vessels and 8 lids. This pottery assemblage from the well dated context is a topic of the following study which presents the reconstructed vessel forms, if possible, with their approximated capacity, weight and function. Each vessel is supplemented with thorough morphological and fabric description to provide functional comparison for following Late Roman pottery studies, especially the ones focused on the south-eastern Thrace, which, compering to the Lower Danube / Lower Limes area, is yet not that well researched. The article does not aim to provide a new morphological typology, as we are dealing here only with a small amount of vessels from one house, an assemblage which either reflect shapes of already established pottery types known from the northen Bulgaria and Dobrudzha, or, features new shapes with no repetition (within the assemblage) and as such is unsuitable for new typological study. It is also necessary to bear in mind only small part of the Dodoparon settlement was excavated and more variable set of pottery might be expected to be found within the following excavation campaigns.

The one-room house of Dodoparon
The central trench (T3) revealed foundation walls of a one-room house with a porch in front of the entrance on the south-east. The house is oriented by its longer walls parallel to the fortification, in north-west to south-east direction. The dimensions of the whole house are 6×8 m. The inner room space, where the pottery was found, is irregular, in average measuring 5.4×4.6 m, i.e. 25 sq m (fig. 3) (Bakardzhiev 2011, 370). Beaten clay was identified as the house floor, covered, approximately, by 3700 pottery sherds of 80 kilos mixed with fired mudbricks and broken rooftiles. Metal objects, as nails, brackets, furniture attachment, jewellery (belt buckles and pendants), various fragments of domestic implements, arrowheads, projectiles and fragments of weaponry were also found there. Together with the pottery, architectural ceramics and metals, a hoard of nine coins of Justinian I and Justin II dated by the coinage between 536–572 AD was retrieved (Sobotkova / Longford / Bakardzhiev 2018, 204).[footnoteRef:1] The date of the deposit, with the terminus post quem of AD 572, roughly corresponds to the Avar invasion to the southern part of the Balkan Peninsula in 580s AD (Curta 2001, 98), especially to the year AD 587, when many cities of the inner Thrace were besieged (Velkov 1983, 234). We may assume, that Dodoparon was also affected during this period, when the central house in T3 was destroyed and never resettled again. [1:  The hoard is not yet published. ] 


Small size pots with broad body

The following two pots, fig. 5:4 and fig. 5:5, have rather squat body, twice as wide as is the vessel height (100×200–205 mm). The upper body slightly turns inwards, and the rim section is triangular. The rim inner diameter ranges between 180–190 mm, the base is flat with outer diameter from 80 to 90 mm. The vessels have two handles with section 23–25×9–10mm. The fig. 5:4 is decorated by one engraved line on the upper body, the rim is undercut by knife (or other sharp object), leaving rusty appearance bellow its lip. The fig. 5:5 bears no decoration.
The fabric is similar to the Small size pots with rounded body, i.e., sandy with predominant inclusions of quartz and lime, few to rare brown to red pellets and silver mica. The pores are well visible on the vessel under fig. 5:4 which has worn surface, more prone for fallouts. Again, there is no surface treatment or slip, and the fabric has always unique light red to yellowish colour. Even the body shape is slightly different, they have exactly the same capacity of 1.98 l.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Their weight might be approximated on 600 grams. The vessels are not burned, and rather than for cooking on fire they served for food preparation or serving.
